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to the decomposition point, but with the Operation
outlined it costs nothing to be on the safe side, and
practically 100 per ceiit solvent recovery, barring evap-
oration or carelessness, may be accomplished.
The still which is used for the recovery of the sol-
vent may be a steam-jacketed still of almost any shape
for the lower boiling-point compounds. For those
solvents whose boiling-point is higher than that of
water a direct fired still, or one supplied with high
pressure steam, is necessary. In cases where simple
solvents such as alcohol or acetone are to be recovered
a simple still without any column will do very nicely.
If the solvent is complex; that is, if it is composed of a
mixture of two or more solvents, and these solvents
must be separated, a more complicated still with a
fractionating column is necessary. In this period
of modern engineering skill, a special still designed and
built expressly for the one particular purpose for which
the manufacturer desires it, can be bought for very little
more than a stock still, and will perform its work much
more satisfactorily.